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AP eyes gas-based 1ndustr1es,,

_two pipelines in the offing

xrlshna.husad@tlmesgroup com
Hyderabad: Banking on natu-

ral resources available across
the east coast and the sea, the

Andhra Pradesh government

+ islayingtwomajor pipelinesto

transport natural gas from the
Krishna- GodavanBasm Ak
The first pipeline is from

Kakinada to. Srikakulam cov-

ering 301 km spread over the
four north coastal districts of

‘Bast Godavari, Visakhapat-
nam, Vizianagaram and Sri-

kakulam. The second pipeline

" is from Kakinada to Nellore

covering 501 km and connect-
ingallmajor power stationsbe-
ingdeveloped in Krishna, Gun-
tur, Prakasam and Nellore.

- Both pxpehnes will be laid.

by the AP Gas Development

: Corperatldn (APGDC), a joint

venture cumpany of the gov-
ernment and GAIL Gas Limit-
ed with50% equ.lty each.

“Our target is to develop 3

the state by exploiting gas re-
serves available in the KG Ba-
sin. We have already started
works on the first pipeline.
Work on laying the second
pipeline will start = soon.

Our target is to de-
s velop the state by
exploiting gas re-

serves availablein -
KG Basin. Through these

pipelines, we want to

provide LPG to domestic
“consumers, CNG to vehi- -
-~ clesand gas to mdustnes

Ajay Jain| enercy AND INFRA SECY

Through tl_;ese pipelines, we
want to provide LPG to domes-
ticconsumers, CNGtovehicles
and gas to industries,” energy

and infrastructure seoretary

Ajay Jain told TOL

The state government has
already finalised the plan to
connect the second pipeline by

linking Tumkur in Karnataka -

with Nellore via Hindupur.
ThoughtheKGBasm hasplen
ty of gasreserves, lack of pipe-

lines has been a major chal-
lenge for the state to make the

state economy gas-driven.
“With the completion of
the two pipelines and linking

~with-the Karnataka line, we
can provide LPG and CNG to
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all major towns and natural :
gas to all gas-based industries :
and power stations. Thereisa
massive demand for gas from
industries that are eagerly
waiting for the pipelines to be-
comefunctiqnal."Jain said.
~ The APGDC had also sub-
nutted the bid tolaya p;pe]me :
from I Nellore m-Ennore inTa- :

bleacross the east coastcanbe
tmnsportedintﬁemostcostef-
fective way. The AP govern- :
menthad asked theexistingin-
dustries to spell out their :
futuredemandfor gassothatit :
can tieup withnationalandin- :
ternational gas supplying
companies and import gds at :
theKakinadaLNGterminal.  :

Several power stations, ce- :
ramic, cement, chemical, jpa :
per, glass and heavy machin -
ery companies have submitted
their requirement for 'gas in :
'dlecommgyear “We are work-
ing on procuring gas from :
ONGC, GSPC, Reliance Indus-
triesand Cairn Limitedandal- :
so to import from internation-
alcompanieslike Shell,”saida :

senior official in the infras- :

tructure deparuneqt.




